MLA Style 

MLA Parenthetical Citation Reference Sheet

Introduction 

Parenthetical citations appear in the text of your paper and direct the reader to a source in your Works Cited list. 

Parenthetical citations usually show two pieces of information from the Works Cited source: the author’s last name and the page reference in your source. Parentheses enclose the information and come before the period. 

Each item below has a sample text with a parenthetical citation in parentheses. The Works Cited source that the parenthetical citation refers to follows the sample.

Parenthetical citation of part of a work, such as an introduction or forward

A parenthetical citation for part of an article or book also includes the author(s) name and reference page number. However, in an introduction or foreword, page numbers are often in Roman numerals, as they are in this quote. 

“The restless and expansive age of the Vikings lasted for about two hundred years” (Kellogg xvii). 

The parenthetical citation tells us that the information appears on page xvii and was written by Kellogg.

The Works Cited list source:

Kellogg, Robert. Introduction. Sagas of Icelanders. Ed. Ornolfur Thorsson. New York: Penguin, 1997.

Parenthetical citation of a book with no author

A parenthetical citation for a book with no author should include the title of the work in the citation.

Even the sports world has had its contributors to the millennium. Tiger Woods, for one, was the youngest player and first of African descent to win the U.S. Masters golf tournament (1,000 Makers of the Millennium 246).

The parenthetical citation tells us that the work is titled 1,000 Makers of the Millenium and that the information appears on page 246.

The Works Cited list source:
1,000 Makers of the Millennium. New York: DK, 1999.

Parenthetical citation of a DVD entry

Because a DVD entry is listed by title in the Works Cited list, the title of the work should be included in the parenthetical citation.

D-Day was the most important day of World War II. It made the Allied victory possible and was the largest invasion force in history (D-Day). 

This text is from the DVD D-Day directed by Charles Guggenheim. 

The Works Cited list source: 

D-Day. Dir. Charles Guggenheim. DVD. PBS Video, 1994. 

Parenthetical citation of more than one work by the same author

When citing one of two or more works by the same author, put a comma after the author’s name and add the title of the work and relevant page number.

Horses were a valuable part of Celtic culture and were worshipped in certain religious cults (Green, Images and Symbols in Celtic Religious Art 23).

The citation indicates that the book Images and Symbols in Celtic Religious Art by the author Green was used as a reference for this information. By including the title as well as the author, the reference is easy to find in the Works Cited list.

The Works Cited list sources:
Green, Miranda. Images and Symbols in Celtic Religious Art. New York and London: Routledge, 1989. 

---. Dictionary of Celtic Myth and Legend. London: Thames and Hudson Ltd, 1992.

Parenthetical citation of a pamphlet

An in-text citation for a pamphlet is similar to an in-text citation for a book. If the pamphlet does not have page numbers just cite the title.

Despite the fact that the US government relocated Japanese Americans to camps, they still called them loyal American citizens (Relocation of Japanese Americans).

The Works Cited list source:
Relocation of Japanese Americans. Washington DC: War Relocation Authority, 1943.

Parenthetical citation of a multivolume work

When you cite a volume and page number from a multivolume work put the volume first then the page(s) and separate them with a colon and a space. 

Terry McMillan is an African American female writer who has had great success in writing popular fiction about the lives of contemporary black women (Page 2: 400).

The Works Cited list source:

Page, Yolanda Williams. Encyclopedia of African American Women Writers. 2 vols. Westport: Greenwood Press, 2007. 

Parenthetical citation of a work in an anthology

The void Finkel writes about is the great Sahara desert, called a sand sea, but unlike the sea, no life exists in that vast desert (82).

The Works Cited list sources:

Finkel, Michael. “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Void.” The Best American Travel Writing. Ed. Frances Mayes. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2002. 

Parenthetical citation of a scholarly journal that pages each issue separately

In the infamous duel between Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr, Hamilton died, and though Burr escaped injury, his “reputation suffered an equally fatal wound” (Ellis 41). 

The Works Cited list source:

Ellis, Joseph J. “The Duel.” Reviews in American History 27.1 (1999): 41–45. 
Parenthetical citation of a film

Traditional values clash with the “new ways” in America in this film about Jewish immigrants in New York city at the turn of the century (Hester Street).

The Works Cited list source:
Hester Street. Dir. Joan Miklin Silver. Steven Keats, Carol Kane, Dorrie Kavanaugh, Mel Howard. HVE Entertainment, 1975.

Parenthetical citation of an online book

When you cite an entire work, whether it’s a print or online version, it’s best to cite the work in the text, rather than in a parenthetical reference. However, it still appears in the Works Cited list.

All books by beloved author Jane Austen seem to follow the pattern of her best known novel Pride and Prejudice, namely, the rise and fall family fortunes in 19th century England are closely tied to marriage and social connections The Works Cited list source:

Austen, Jane. Sense and Sensibility. Ed. Austin Dobson. Project Gutenberg. 30 Dec. 2007 <http://www.gutenberg.org/dirs/etext94/sense11p.pdf>.
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